
Merry Christmas …           
Sound Strange?   

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  SOUND 
STRANGE? I started thinking and 
writing this article after talking with 
Rev. Davis about her doing another 
worship service on Christmas in 
July.  So, I started putting down 
some of the thoughts, found in this 
article, on the 18th of April.  

Before Christian tradition was 
hijacked by modern secular 
culture, Christmas was a joyous 
12-day celebration after 
December 25, concluding with 
“Twelfth Night” on January 5 and 
Epiphany on January 6. Whatever 

you may think about the pros and 
cons of the Christian calendar in 
general, the twelve days of 
Christmas provide an important 
message for us …the meaning of 
Christmas needs to continue to 
live in our hearts, minds, and lives 
long after December 25.

The hope, peace, joy, and love we 
pray for as we light the candles of 
the Advent Wreath are meant to 
live in our hearts ALL YEAR LONG!

The Christ Candle that we light at 
the center of the Advent Wreath 
proclaims the gift of Jesus not just 
on December 25th  but ALL YEAR 
LONG!

The candle light we carry out of the 
sanctuary on Christmas Eve 
represents the light of Christ 
shining in and through his people 
ALL YEAR LONG!
The wise men kneeling at the feet 
of Jesus with precious gifts 
represent you and me–offering 

our worship and gifts to our Lord 
ALL YEAR LONG! 

My point is simple… we need to 
celebrate Christmas ALL YEAR 
LONG! Maybe this is best 
described in the beloved hymn   
“Lord of the Dance” … the dance 
that came to earth on Christmas! 

I danced in the morning when the 
world was begun,
And I danced in the moon and the 
stars and the sun,
And I came down from heaven and 
I danced on the earth.                                               
At Bethlehem I had my birth.

Dance, then, wherever you may be;
I am the Lord of the Dance, said 
he.
And I’ll lead you all wherever you 
may be,
And I’ll lead you all in the dance, 
said he. 

Peace,

~ Rev. Dr. Gordon Myers

May 2017
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1   Trustees, 7pm
2,9,16,23,30  Lunch Bunch-ACTS, 12pm
3,10,17,24,  Good News Kids, 6:30pm
4   Women’s Fellowship, 7pm
5   Youth Group Dinner & Games, 6:30-10pm
6,13,20,27  82 Food & Fellowship and Worship, 5 & 
   5:30pm
7,14,21  EMS, 8:30am
   Sunday school for all ages, 9:30am
   Traditional Worship, 10:45am
8   Stephen’s Ministry, 12:30pm
10   Men’s Group Potluck, 6:30pm
11   Finance Committee, 7pm
12   Emmaus Reunion Group, 10am
   UMKids’ Club, 6:30-9pm
13   Drama Ministry, 9am
   Peterjohn Memorial, 1pm
17   Mary Martha Circle, 12:30pm
18   ETC, 7pm 
   Childcare Committee, 7pm
19   Flower Sale Delivery, 4pm
   Children’s Pajama Party Movie, 6:30pm
20   Flower sale pick-up, 9-11am
22   Church Council, 7pm
28   Worship in the Woods begins, 10am
29   Office Closed for Memorial Day

May Month At-A-Glance

7 Paul Zullo
8 Mya Field
10 Jackson Paige
11 Dominic Berardi
 Lily Palisin
12 Molly Field
16 Bobby Collings
20 Anderson Hahn
25 Averie Mahnen
27 Ben Osborne

May Anniversaries!
16 Scott & Julia Welsh, 30 years
17 Mark & Holly Hausman, 42 years
19 Jim & Diana Leitch, 33 years
 Jim & Sue Spallino, 27 years
22 Len & Juanita Pariano, 47 years
23 Jim & Laurie Weaver, 25 years
25 Eric & Nicole Hahn, 15 years

HAPPY

BIRTHDAY!

To Tina Berardi who will celebrate 5 years of 
service as Rockport's 82 leader on May 1!

To Kira Cimino Holchin who will celebrate 8 
years of service as Director of Christian 
Education on May 24!

Summer Worship!
Sunday, May 28th, “Worship in 
the Woods” begins in our 
beautiful outdoor chapel at 
10am, and will continue all 
summer through Labor Day 
weekend, September 3rd.          
In the event of rain or extreme 
heat, we will move indoors to 
our air-conditioned sanctuary.  
EMS will continue at 8:30am 
and Rockport 82 will move 
outdoors on the Patio on May 
27th at 5:30pm

Sunday, June 18th, Fathers Day:                   
The $5 donation for each flower 
will honor those men, 
grandfathers, fathers, brothers, 
uncles, nephews, dear friends, etc., 
and supports Rockport's UMW 
missions.  Following morning 
worship on the 18th, you may pick 
your flowers up or leave them in 
the vase to be delivered to our 
"homebound" members and 
friends.  

Please complete the order form 
and place it in the offering plate or 

return it to the church office. 
Please place you flower order as 

soon as possible and no later than 
Tuesday, June 13th.  

***********************

Enclosed please find $5.00 for each carnation ordered:

 NAME OF DONOR
 (your Name ) 

________________________________________________________

 _____(how many) RED CARNATION(S) IN HONOR OF:

__________________________________________________________________
(Please use wording you would like in the bulletin.)

_____ (how many) WHITE CARNATION(S) IN MEMORY OF:

__________________________________________________________________
(Please use wording you would like in the bulletin.)

 Amount enclosed_________  Left for homebound_________
        

 Number of flowers____________ Take with_____________ 

Ava Marie, an early bird, arrived Friday, 
March 31.  The proud parents John & 
Melissa Graham, big brother Will, and their 
grandmother, Connie Graham, are very 
grateful for a healthy child.  
Thanks be to God.



F E L L O W S H I P  *  M I S S I O N  *  F A M I L Y

 

Please join us on Sunday, June 4th, in the Parlor at 3:30 p.m. 
ALL women of the church are invited to attend and outside guests are very welcome!
Afternoon dress and hats are encouraged, but not required. 

The UMW named this the Gail Economy Memorial Tea because our spring tea tradition 
began using tea cups that Gail had given to her daughters and granddaughters over 
many years.  

This year we will be collecting a free-will offering which will allow us to help others in need.

Our event includes tea, lemonade, light finger-food, and a program by Caroline Urban 
from Lakewood, titled: “Every Apron has a Story”.
She has a huge display of every style and every fabric you’ve ever heard of.  

United Methodist Women Spring Tea!

You are Invited

Please RSVP (on UMW bulletin board by the pastor’s office or by 
calling the church office at 440-331-9433) by Thursday, June 1st to 
ensure that adequate refreshments and seating are prepared.  Also, 
please sign up if you’d like to bring place settings for 4/@4 cups & 
saucers, dessert sized plates, and cloth napkins.

Thank you,
Pam Faup

Men’s Fellowship:
The Men's Group will be taking a 
break during the month of May. 
Watch the weekly announcements 
or our website for details of 
upcoming activities.

Wednesday Night Women's Group:
The Wednesday Night Women's 
Group will be taking a break during 
the month of May. Watch the weekly 
announcements or our website for 
details of upcoming activities.

Rooted in the Word:                   
What does it mean to live as an 
authentic follower of Jesus?  
Learn to follow His example by          

practicing the spiritual disciplines He 
used to maintain a close 
relationship with His Father. 
Discover how much you can grow in 
Christlikeness as you pursue the 
practices of Bible study, prayer, 
fasting, fellowship, service, and 
worship. Join the Rooted in the 
Word Sunday School class at 9:30 
Sunday mornings in the Parlor as 
we take a look at "Authentic: 
Developing the Disciplines of a 
Sincere Faith" and are introduced to 
spiritual disciplines that will help us 
develop a closer walk with God. 

Women's Fellowship:                       
All ladies of the church are invited to 

join us on Thursday, May 4th at 
7:00p.m. in The Parlor for an 
evening of Bingo with prizes.

Mary Martha Circle:
We meet every third Wednesday of 
the month at 12:30p.m. in The 
Parlor.  Please bring your own lunch. 
Coffee, tea, and dessert are 
provided.  Our program for May 17 
is “What Do You Collect”, bring it in, 
we want to see it.  Also, with our 
Memorial Day theme, wear red, 
white & blue.  If it’s your first time to 
attend, please call the church office 
at 331-9433.  Hope to see you 
then, Carole Heppner & Pam Faup.



“Mom!” my 3-year-old self hissed at 6 a.m. “Why don’t streetlamps have ears?” My mom later wrote (in a 1974 article) 
that she peered at me sleepily, silently asking a question of her own: “Seriously?!” 

That year I amused — and exasperated — my parents with countless questions: “Why did sister leave one shoe here and 
one there?” “If God is up in heaven, how did he make the grass?” “Why are dandelions yellow?” To that query, Mom 
replied, “I guess that’s how God wanted them” — and wrote, “In our house, we let God answer many of our questions.” 

I still have questions: Why is my dynamic young friend dying of cancer? Why are a parent’s own children sometimes hard 
to love? How can we end war, poverty, sex trafficking? Should we donate money or save for college? How, exactly, does 
salvation work? Sometimes science or professionals are God’s instruments to answer my questions. Sometimes 
answers come quietly to my heart — and sometimes they don’t come at all. 

Faith doesn’t mean never questioning. It means trusting enough to ask, even when a question seems silly or pointless. 
Thanks, Mom and Dad, for teaching me by your loving example that God always welcomes my questions. 

—Heidi Mann

“Why don’t streetlamps have ears?” Thought for the Month

OCC:
As we look forward to the November Packing Party, we 
will be collecting bars of soap, wash cloths and 
toothbrushes during the month of May. **New for 2017 
OCC WILL NO LONGER ACCEPT TOOTHPASTE**. 
We are always accepting donations of shoeboxes and 
baggies. Please note: The suggested donation to cover 
shipping is now $9 per box. This may seem like a lot, but 
there is a whole lot that this covers. Check out 
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/9-
dollar-donation for details. For more information about 
the Operation Christmas Child ministry, please contact 
Bonnie Sorg.

   
  

Drama Ministry! 
Drama is a great way to “visualize” the Word of God. 
Rockport’s Drama Ministry is a worship ministry that 
uses the special gifts of individuals at Rockport to 
communicate God’s message through drama. We use 
these gifts from God for His Glory to present dramas 
through small skits, monologues, reader’s theater and 
cantatas.
If you have an interest in showing God’s message 
through drama, we are looking for actors of all ages. 
Everyone is welcome, whether you have years of 
experience or just want to try something new. Please 
sign up on the bulletin board in the chapel hallway 
or contact Shawn and Jennifer Rowen 
at yennynzippy@sbcglobal.net. 
Meetings will be held in the Parlor (or other available 
room) the second Saturday of every month at 9AM.   
Hope you can join us!

UMKids’ Club 

Children
May:                                                                   
3rd, 10th, 17th, & 24th: Good News Kids: Supper, 
Lessons and Learning Games! 6:30 to 8 p.m.! Last 
class of the school year on 5/24.  

19th: Children’s Pajama Party Movie! Come in your 
jammies, bring your teddy bear & sleeping bag, 
and join us for snacks, a movie, and FUN! WOO! 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

May:
Friday, May  12th - 6:30 - 9 p.m. - May UMKids’ Club 
Meeting                                                                        
*YAC! Youth Annual Conference: JUNE 9th, 10th, & 
11th! 6th graders - ask for more details!

                        
SAVE-THE-DATE SUMMER DATES!  *VBS! Sunday, June 25th through Thursday, June 29th! *Be 

watching for the summer Good News Kids, Day Camp, & UMKids’ Club schedules!

Don’t forget to contact the office with the 
name of your High School or College 

Graduates! Please let us know by June 20th!

GRADUATES!
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“ ﻿Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! ﻿You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your strength. And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach 
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you 
lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”      ~ Deuteronomy 6:4-9

HELP 

NEEDED

CALLING THE ROCKPORT FAMILY OF GOD!!!!  We need your help! This year for Vacation Bible School we are taking 
the phrase “it takes a village” extremely seriously!

This year’s VBS, “Bethlehem Baby on Board” takes us from God the Father, through Mary and Joseph’s journey to 
Bethlehem, all the way to Baby Jesus’ birth! We end our week on Thursday, June 29th, and we end BIG! 

We’re going to have a Bethlehem Bazaar with booths and a Living Nativity! 

We will need HELP on Thursday setting up, and during the Bazaar, which will be open to the community! (AND OF 
COURSE, to the church!) and we will need clean-up help afterwards... if you can help with any of these, please sign up!

There will be all kinds of Booths - if you have an idea for a booth you want to run, PLEASE let us know! 

We’d LOVE to have MANY booths and the people to run them! Whether you would like to run whatever booths are 
available, or one of your own, we welcome your help! 

If you would like to help in some way, but cannot man a booth yourself, we need cookies baked, supplies for the 
booths, and donations for dinner all week. Sign-up sheets  will be going up at the end of May.

Our Bethlehem Bazaar booths will be free to the public. We will have crafts, snacks, etc. 

THANK YOU for considering helping the Children of Rockport and their VBS program, and their outreach ministry to 
our community! WE ARE SO EXCITED!!!!!! 



 

Ages 4 years through 6th Graders! 
$15. per child (Cost includes Dinner, 
Supplies, & Lessons)
Registration Opens May 20th. 
Registration Forms will be available 
on the website, by email, or on the 
Christian Education Table in the 
Hallway. 
ONE Registration Form per child, 
PLEASE. 

Please Turn all forms in to the   
Church Office by June 20th!  Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Dinner served at 
5:05 p.m. and classes begin at  5:45 
p.m.!  Children under 6 need an adult 
with them at dinner.
ALL Children participating in VBS 
MUST have a medical form turned in. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016! Bethlehem Baby on Board!

Sunday, June 25th: FAMILY 
PICNIC and Kick-off to VBS 

2016! 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
(Lesson and Family Time! 

Food & Water Fun!)

*Thurs. 5 to 9 p.m.     
(Special Schedule: Dinner, Indoor 

Parents Show, and Outdoor 
Bethlehem Bazaar  and Nativity)

Ages 4 years through 6th Graders

Sunday, June 26th Through Thursday, June 30th!
*Sunday: 3 - 6 p.m. & *Mon. through Wed. 5 - 8 p.m.



S E Q U O I A  C L U B

Youth   Youth   Youth   Youth   Youth   Youth   Youth   Youth   Youth   Youth   Youth

YOUTH GROUP Regular Meetings!
Join us at Youth Group from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. on the first and third Sundays of the 
month, every month. Games, Lessons, Group Activities & Discussions, SNACKS! 
Friends always welcome! 
*The last REGULAR Youth Group meeting for the school year is on May 21st. BUT we 
have a FULL summer planned! Be watching for the summer dates!

UPCOMING Events!
*Roller Skating & Laser Tag - Date & Info TBA! Be watching  
   information!
*PLEASE let me know if you want to volunteer to help with VBS in any way - teaching, 
  kitchen help, running a booth on the last day at our Bethlehem Bazaar . Crafts, & 
  Music! BOOTH-RUNNERS NEEDED! Ask me for info!
*DAYCAMP Volunteer Teachers and Assistants needed! Please see me for info!

*July and August Dates coming! (Including Summer Lock-in!)

*YAC! Youth Annual Conference: JUNE 9th, 10th, & 11th! Parent/kid meeting on 
   Sunday, April 30th at 12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary! If you are interested in hearing 
   about YAC so that you know if you’d like to go with us, PLEASE come and hear all 
   about it! IF your child is interested, but neither one of you are able to attend the 
   meeting, please let me know and i will have the information available to you! 

WHO IS ABLE TO ATTEND YAC? 
   THIS year I am excited to say that students going INTO 6th grade all the way through   
   students who have JUST graduated 12th grade may sign up!

   YAC is not only a wonderful way to reaffirm their Confirmation, but also for the  
   incoming Confirmands to get a taste of what it’s like to be a United Methodist Youth,  
   and to show them why their upcoming vows are so very important!

SUMMER LECTOR SIGN-UP!
PLEASE let me know if you’d like to serve as lector. Once-a-month we can fill a spot for 
the summer and into the rest of the year! as soon as we have some names we will get 
a schedule together for the third Sunday of the month, each month.

*CALLING all Confirmation Alumni!
If you are interested in participating in any way in helping the incoming Confirmands 
please see me. We would like to assign one adult sponsor and one former Confirmand 
from the past ten years  to each new Confirmand. You guys can all be a great source 
of information and mentoring to them! Sign up through August 1st. THANKS!

*ARTISTS!!!! Art Show coming EARLY FALL! Work on your Art this summer! 
Preschool Kids through 12th graders! WOO!

     
     
 

MAY Month-at-a-Glance:

Friday, May 5th - 
Dinner & Games
6:30 to 11 p.m.

Sunday, May 21st - 
Regular Youth Group Meeting 

3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Friday, June 9th - 
Sunday, June 11th 

Youth Annual Conference!
Report Time TBA

Sunday, June 25th - 
Thursday, June 29th

VBS!

*Please let us know if 
you need to sign up for 
the Children, UMKids’ 

Club, & Youth Shutterfly 
page. It’s private, so 

membership is by EMAIL 
INVITE ONLY! On our 
site you can find the 

event calendar, photos 
from activities, misc. 
forms for events, and 

other information!



 

*Hospitalized
Noel Whiteside Recovering from knee replacement surgery

*Tom Jones Fairview Hospital under hospice care

*Jackie Mitchell Fluid in her lungs due to chronic heart failure.  Aunt of Becky Riddlebaugh

Dale Munro Recovering from back surgery.  Son of 
Norma Munro

Jan Hnanicek Health concerns

Vince Spehar Recovering from a heart attack.  Son of Marian Banno

Betty Jones Recovering from surgery for a broken hip.  Requested by her daughter, Vicki Moenich

Susanne O’Neill Healing for health concerns.  Cousin of Rev. Barb

Wes Scott Major health problems.  Nephew of Belinda St. Leger

Helen Tank Health concerns

Gregory Schwind Multiple system atrophy.  Requested by Nancy Geyer

Joyce  Health concerns.  Sister of Nancy Geyer

Robert Ogle Health concerns

Richard Gasiewski   Kidney disease.  Son of Carole Heppner

John Gaydos Please pray for him concerning cancer that has metastasized.  Brother of MaryAnn 
Ratica

Paul Scott Diagnosed with colon cancer.  Nephew of Belinda St. Leger

Norma Munro Health concerns

Beth Klein Stage 4 lung cancer, spread to brain, spine and adrenal glands.  Given 6-8 months to 
live.  Cousin of Amanda Hover

Jeri Wessler Health concerns

Rev. Bob Burkhardt Diagnosed with leukemia.  Requested by Orma Johnson

Cliff Johnson Serious medical issues.  Son of Orma Johnson

Rosa Multiple health and financial issues.  Requested by Orma Johnson

Jacob Gasiewski PSC 2 stationed at Scott AFB, in IL.  Grandson of Carole Heppner

Sarah Bungard Serving our country, Chief Warrant Officer 2 USMC.  Requested by the Kopko Family

Mariah White Pray for safety for her and her unit who are in Kuwait for a nine-month tour of duty.  
Friend of Dan Newman

Lt. Chandler Freeman Serving our country in Quantico VA USMC.  Grandson of Marge Freeman

Prayers for service people returning to civilian life; jobs and smooth acclimation.  Requested by Nancy Geyer

Please pray for John Lund who is in hospice and his son, Kevin Lund.  Also, prayers for Danny and Mike Stollings.  
Requested by Patti Frey

Family and friends of Mary Brehm, who passed into life eternal on April 20th.  Mother of Diana Leitch



 

Dear Members of Rockport United Methodist Church,

Included in this Rockporter is information about the Special Olympics Ohio 2017 Plane 
Pull.  Yes, you read it right PLANE PULL.  The community of Rockport United 
Methodist Church hopes to create two teams:

Holy	
  Rockport	
  Pullers	
  (Co-­‐Ed)
Holy	
  Rockport	
  Ladies	
  	
  	
  (Women's)

We will pull a Boeing 737 to benefit Special Olympics Ohio, on Saturday, July 15; (time 
will be announced when available.)  We are actually very good at pulling planes. We have 
been known to win trophies.  Everyone's a winner though because supporting Special 
Olympics Ohio is a privilege.

Team sign-up sheets and waivers will be coming soon to the Trail Table.  Information 
about donating to Special Olympics Ohio through our website (rockportumc.org) will be 
available soon.

Additionally, you are warmly invited to come cheer us on.  It is a FAMILY FRIENDLY 
EVENT so bring everyone out to the runway to cheer us on.  Enjoy food, fun, and kids 
will even have a chance to participate in their own Plane Pull.  

Special Olympics Ohio believes that through sports training and competition, people 
with intellectual disabilities benefit physically, mentally, socially and spiritually; 
families are strengthened; and the community at large, both through participation and 
observation, is united with people with intellectual disabilities in an environment of 
equality, respect and acceptance.

God calls us to affirm equality, respect, and acceptance.  The Plane Pull offers us an 
opportunity to stand with all people.  Join us at the Plane Pull.  
Peace,

Valerie Norris
Director



8th Annual Cleveland Plane Pull® to benefit Special Olympics Ohio. This event is 
the ultimate test of strength. It will test teams of up to 20 to see how fast they 
can pull a plane for time. This event is hosted by Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport. 

The mission of Special Olympics Ohio is to provide year-round sports training 
and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities by giving them continuing opportunities to develop 
physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a 
sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics 
athletes and the community. 

Special Olympics is founded on the belief that people with intellectual disabilities 
can, with proper instruction and encouragement, learn, enjoy and benefit from 
participation in individual and team sports, adapted as necessary to meet the 
needs of those special mental and physical limitations. 

Special Olympics Ohio believes that consistent training, with emphasis on 
physical conditioning, is essential to the development of sports skills, and that 
competition among those of equal abilities is the most appropriate means of 
testing these skills, measuring progress and providing incentives for personal 
growth. 

Special Olympics Ohio believes that through sports training and competition, 
people with intellectual disabilities benefit physically, mentally, socially and 
spiritually; families are strengthened; and the community at large, both through 
participation and observation, is united with people with intellectual disabilities 
in an environment of equality, respect and acceptance. 

Special Olympics Ohio believes that every person with an intellectual disability 
who is at least eight years old should have the opportunity to participate in and 
benefit from sports training and competition. 
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